Graduate Studies Programs
Behavior Analysis

About the Program

This innovative course of study emphasizes the application of behavioral
principles to solving problems that teachers encounter in educational
settings. The faculty prepare educators for leadership roles in the
implementation, evaluation, and administration of behaviorally-based
methods of teaching learners with special needs. The program is designed to
respond to the following national needs: a shortage of educators with formal
training in the field of behavior analysis; a shortage of graduate programs
focusing on behavior analysis in public school settings; and a shortage of Board
Certified Behavior Analysts™ and Board Certified Associate Behavior Analysts™.
The Simmons College course sequence in Behavior Analysis is approved by the
Behavior Analyst Certification Board and meets the coursework requirements for
the Board Certified Behavior Analyst examination.

Degree Options

There are two degree options that students may pursue — the Educational
Specialist (Ed.S.) and the Master of Science (M.S.) The Ed.S. degree program is
an advanced graduate degree that provides a student who currently holds a
master’s degree with an area of educational specialization. Emphasis is placed
upon the preparation of the master teacher in a specialized area and the
development of leadership skills. The M.S. meets the educational needs of an
individual who holds a bachelor’s degree and is seeking a master’s degree. Each
program of study is designed individually by the student in consultation with the
faculty and can be completed on a part-time basis or in two years of full-time
study. The entire program of study is 11 courses (52 credit hours).

Coursework

BEHV 424 Introduction to Applied Behavior Analysis
Reviews the definition and characteristics of applied behavior analysis.

Teaches the fundamental principles of behavior that provide the framework for

instructional programming.

BEHV 415  Applied Research |

Introduces research methods and strategies in education. Focuses on
information necessary to be a skilled consumer of research conducted by
others and on application of these results in planning, implementing, and
evaluating comprehensive services for learners with special needs.
Emphasizes methods of inquiry, the framing of research questions, research
designs, strategies for data collection and analysis, and the components of a
successful written report of the findings.

Simmons Behavior Analysis
students are actively
engaged in research. Recent
publications include:

Kelleher, C.A., Cameron, M.)., Liu-Constant,
B., and Gentile, B (2002). The Effects of
Word-Picture Associations on the
Vocabulary Development of High School
Students with Dyslexia. Proven Practice:
Prevention and Remediation Solutions for
Schools, 4 (2), 51-55.

Stokes, J. V., Cameron, M.)., Dorsey, M.F.,
and Fleming, E.C. (in press). Task Analysis,
Correspondence Training, and General
Case Instruction for Teaching Personal
Hygiene Skills. Journal of Behavioral
Interventions.
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BEHV 416  Applied Research Il

Requires students to plan, implement, and write in publishable format a
research project demonstrating the delivery of effective service to learner(s)
with special needs.

BEHV 426 Behavioral Assessment

Focuses on the identification of functional relationships and the evaluation of
interventions from information gained through behavioral assessment.
Teaches how to conduct descriptive analyses and how to systematically
manipulate variables todemonstrate functional relationships between the
educational environment and behavior.

BEHV 427 Methodologies for Changing Behavior

In this course, students will learn how to establish, strengthen, and weaken
target behaviors. Emphasis will also be placed on the generalization and
maintenance of established behavioral repertoires.

BEHV 430 Legal and Ethical Issues

Legal and ethical responsibilities to learners with special needs and their
families are reviewed. Students will learn to reference their professional
behavior to ethical considerations such as the learner’s dignity. Students will
also become familiarized with the legal and/or regulatory requirements of the
state or agency within which they provide services.

BEHV 434 Pedagogy and Systems in Behavioral Education
This course teaches instructional design and evidence-based educational
practices in behavior analysis.

BEHV 437 Data Collection, Display, and Interpretation

This course reviews methods for obtaining data on operationally defined
target behaviors. Students will also learn how to visually display quantitative
data, interpret data, and make data-based decisions about program
interventions.

BEHV 445 Advanced Applied Behavior Analysis

General issues regarding the selection of behavior change procedures are
reviewed. Students will also learn how to transfer technology to teachers in
private and public settings and to the families of learners with special needs.

BEHV 465A Seminar: Theoretical and Applied Issues
BEHV 465B Seminar: Skinner’s Verbal Behavior

BEHV 461 Mentoring and Supervision (2 credits)
BEHV 462 Mentoring and Supervision (2 credits)
BEHV 463 Mentoring and Supervision (2 credits)
BEHV 464 Mentoring and Supervision (2 credits)
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Dr. Michael J. Cameron, Ph.D., BCBA™
Program Director

T 617-521-2569

F 617-521-3174

E michael.cameron@simmons.edu
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